Reducing auditory feedback and the acquisition of motor response timing.
Three groups of subjects (n=10) attempted to move a lever 50 cm along a track in 1.50 sec under one of three auditory feedback conditions: Fully augmented increasing auditory feedback (FAF) in which a constant level of velocity-related auditory feedback was provided for all 25 learning trials, reducing auditory feedback (FAF) in which the level of feedback was progressively reduced over the learning trials, and no auditory feedback (NAF). All subjects performed 10 trials with no auditory feedback after a 10-min rest interval. The hypothesis that acquisition of the criterion task would be facilitated under RAF compared to FAF derived partial support. It was concluded that there is sufficient evidence to justify further investigation of reducing auditory feedback as a technique of motor skill acquisition.